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1. Courts of Law 


a» First Tribunal 

tha . 1 ^ jest existing law court at present. There are no longer any 
courts consisting of a single judge. * 

3^^ bUnal C l n3i ® tB of thrse ^dges of whom me is a trained judge, 
^ e /! m f 1I ^ ng two sre "assessors", i=e. workers who were selected 
and det^led to be judges for a certain periods Although this period 

a^their inha^^E^ flxed at six monttl S, many worker- judges are still 
at- their jobs after a year or even raore « 

The tribunal is presided over by the trained judge, but sentence may be 
passed by simple majority, which means that a man may be sentenced by 
two completely untrained judges. v 

b. Second Tribunal 

f n VS 3 ? dees of whran on^y two are trained ones. As in the 
first tribunal sentence may be passed by a simple majority. The 
X allowing offenses may be brought up directly before the second tribunals 

(1) Murder 

(2) offenses concerning foreign current - *1°' «7 

' No Ciiange in Class. Q 

(3) War crimes Q Declassified 

Class. Changed Tc: TS S (\) 

(4J Sabotaging nationalization Auth.s HR 70-2 L -"l_ . . I 

_ Dale: R», I 

s. Supreme Court I *- Byi I 


Consists of an unknown number of judges of whom a few are untrained. 



Approved For Release 2001/03/06 : CIA-RDP82-00457R0081 00730005-1 







Approved For Release 2001/03/06 : CIA-RDP82-00457R0081 00730005-1 


25X1A 



CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY 
- 2 - 



Frm ? lv ® ' , " WB Jialge# participate la a Supreme Court hearing. 
d« Military Court 


«*«** of ® offense against 

fllT tried by military courts. The court procedure of these 
tribunals io most unfair. Lasers are not permitted to see their 
clients before the hearing. 

™5 + ^ LSO 1)8 by 01711 courts, but only if civilians are 

involved in the seme offense,, 

2* C emending Officer of Securltetea 

5 J - * “ tLtled 110 d ®tain t aoy person for a period up to two years without 

°r JJ 1 ^* ccwt hearing. Persons detained under such 
m order are kept at hard labor at the Danube-Black Sea Canal. After their 

*** in ^- dat0d to such an extent that no one has ever been 
heard relating condition® at the Canal* 

3o Lawyers 


There are two kinds of lawyers today in Rumania* 
Ao State employed 
bo Private 


*° le !f er8 wortc 88 *** advisere to concerns, ministries 

or departments and ere considered as workers* 

b ° n °t Considered as workers and consequently do not 

J^V 8 ^ 0 ? I 500 ^ 8 * There «*lst collectives for lawyers, the member- 

i 8 C0 ^ ulB<,i y* J* 1 ®* 8 ®re up to 1*0 lawyers in one colSrtive, 
eh “oUectivas. An accused person may 

“h®®, 8 ® hi f a otm law y® p but fees are fixed by the collective. The lawyer 
receivesliO percent of the fees and the remaining 60 per cent are 
paid to the collective for its "expenses". If the collective's income 

tl 8U ^ lus 18 B0Q thl;r divided between the lawyers 

the collective. (At source's collective two per cent out 
of the 60 per cent were divided in November 1950.) 

The average income of a private lawyer is 1*,000 - 5,000 Lei, but there are 
lawyers who reach an income of 60,000 - 80,000 Lei. Even considering 
the fact that a lawyer is not suppoaied to employ any secretary or 
clerks, 4,000 Lei is not sufficient for the upkeep of a family, especially 
wien taking into consideration that owing to the lack of ration books he 
is forced to buy everything on the black market. 

t(. Court Procedure 


In simple cases the procedure is not unlike the democratic one. In serious 
oases, however, especially where offenses against the State are involved, the 
picture is completely different. A person may be detained for any period 
preceding the court hearing. During this detention period (in serious cases) 
he is not allowed to contact any person including Ms lawyer. Consequently 
the lawyer is completely unprepared and the "defense" of the accused is an 
empty fares. In the moat serious cases things are even worse. The accused 
is not allowed to choose Ms lawyer but the State appoints a lawyer for 
him. This lawyer usually belongs to the presidium of the collectives and 
is a trusted Communist. There were cases where the summing up for the 
defense was reduced to the following words spoken by the state appointed lawyer: 
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nj agree that the accused is to be found guilty and to be punished 
con se quently « " 

Lawyers do not enjoy freedom of speech du r i ng court proceedings o There 
are many known cases where lawyers were interrupted by Judges asking them 
whether they think It wise to proclaim the accused's innocence while his 
guilt was already proved* There are more severe cases where lawyers 
suffer for their will to fight for their clients. Source related the 
case of Poldi Fildermann who was arrested out of court and has not been 
heard of since. In this , case defense witnesses declared under oath that 
they had visited the counsel for defense at his office and that on this 
occasion he (Fildermann) had prepared their statements. This happened 
at the beginning of 1951 when Fildermann was defending three "war 
criminals'*. 

5. Law Schools 

There exists a new institution which turns out lawyers in the course of 
one year. 

6, The Ruman ian Supreme Court judges Grozdea, Moldoveanu, Panu, Papadopol, 

and Raiciu are known to be Communists. It is not known whether the Rumanian 
Supreme Court judges Cristoveanu, Nicolau and DumitreBCU are Conmunists. 
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